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Unions stage
week of protests

A week of protests by the country’s
largest trade union ran for the duration
of the past week, with a number of dem-
onstrations and protests being staged
by unions across the country.

he General Con-
federation of Por-
tuguese Workers
(CGTP)an-
nounced the action during
Labour Day celebrations at
the beginning of the month,
when it set a series of
strikes, demonstrations and
gatherings as a means to
regain lost workers’ rights.
Atthe centre of the
CGTP’s grievancesisthe
fact that timetables for civil
servants remain at 40-
hours-a-week, and it has
called for the immediate
return to 35 hours, and not

as from 1 July as promised
by the government. The
Confederation is also insist-
ing any victory on this front
also be passed on to the
private sector workforce.

The government had
earlier this year pledged to
cut workers’ hours, but said
they firsthad to address
shortages in services that
such a move would provoke
on the public sector, espe-
cially as it has seen its num-
bers pruned by tens of thou-
sands of workers following
demands imposed by the
bailout Troika.

* Multiroom Audio

+r wifi Systems

¢ Camera Security Systems

* Lights and Shades Automation

crestron. SONOS @hua

Contact us for all possibillities
and more information

TECHNOLOGY

Estrada Vale de Eguas

Vale de Eguas park Fragéo D
8135-033 Almancil

+351 289 396 328

L 5 www.hi5concepts.com

Hi5 CONCEPTS

SOUND : VISION
HOME AUTOMATION

SECURITY

Mon - Fri 9:00 - 17:30
info@hi5Sconcepts.com

The CGTP union staged a number of protests and demonstrations the past week to call for reduced working hours and
increased salaries. (Photo: Lusa / Pedro Nunes

Marital property regimes: similarities and differences

Whenever a couple buys
a property in Portugal, the
deed of sale and purchase
must state which marital
property regime they are
married under. However, in
most cases when foreign-
ers buy properties, if they
do not say anything, the
deed almost always states
that they are married under
the community of property -
comunh&o de adquiridos -
regime (joint ownership of
property acquired after the
date of the marriage). This
is because community of
property is the default re-
gime in Portugal.

Very often, however, the
marriage regimes in for-
eign countries do not corre-
spond to this default Portu-
guese regime, even if they
have an identical name. A
perfect example is that of
Germany, where the de-
fault marital property re-
gime is called
Zugewinngemeinschaft.
This name is a literal trans-
lation of the Portuguese

adquiridos), but its rules
are different to those of
Portugal. Perhaps the
greatest of those differ-
ences lies in the fact that,
under the German regime,
unlike the Portuguese
regime, any assets ac-
quired after the marriage
continue to be owned
separately by each spouse.
This difference is ex-
tremely important because
a German citizen married
under the
Zugewinngemeinschaft
regime who acquires a
property in Portugal can, as
arule, dispose of that prop-
erty without the involve-
ment of the other spouse.
However, a problem arises
if the deed of sale and pur-
chase does not state that
the couple is married un-
der the German commu-
nity of property regime.
When the spouse who
owns the property wants to
dispose of it, both the no-
tary and the land registrar
will require the intervention

this in the case of the sale
of assets of couples mar-
ried under the community
of property regime. Very
often when this happens,
the person involved is un-
happy about it, because at
the time they signed the
deed of sale and purchase,
they did not remember this
detail. Moreover, at a time
in their life when they wish
to dispose freely of their
assets, they cannot do so.
Only recently, we were
involved in a sale of this
type by German clients in
which only one of the
spouses (in this case, the
husband) had signed a
promissory contract under
which he promised to sell
the house bought in Portu-
gal afew years previously.
He was convinced that his
wife did not need to sign
either the promissory con-
tract or the deed of sale
and purchase, which was
due to be signed two days
later. When we explained
this limitation to him, he

would have been impossi-
ble for his wife to sign the
documentation or even
issue a power of attorney in
time. The matter was re-
solved in the end but, even
s0, ittook a great deal of
energy and money.

All this, means it is nec-
essary to safeguard
against these situations to
avoid (un)necessary upset
and expense at the time of
signing the deed. ltis cer-
tainly possible to demon-
strate to the notary what we
pointed out above, in other
words, that the registration
of “community of property”
refers to the German re-
gime, which has the rules
explained above. But if the
process of signing the
deed is not absolutely rou-
tine, it can be an enormous
headache for all those
involved.

For further information,
contact the authors of the
above article, PLMJ
Sociedade de Advogados
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