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A NARCISSIST AND HIS CLONES
REVEALED: how 
the world’s vainest, 
richest and prettiest 
footballer — who has 
a beautiful girlfriend 
— has used frozen 
embryos and a 
surrogate mum to create a 
brood of perfect mini-mes

by David 
Jones and 

Hugo Daniel
IN MADEIRA AND CALIFORNIA

W
H ET H ER or  not  he is t ru ly t he great est  
foot baller  t o have p layed t he gam e, Cr ist iano 
Ronaldo is no longer  a m ere spor t sm an, he is 
a global b rand. 

T h is week , i t  was revealed  t hat  t he p layer  who cal ls 
h i m sel f  CR 7 ( h i s i n i t i a l s an d  sh i r t  n u m b er )  b oost s h i s 
colossal  incom e b y a st agger ing £310,000 t h rough  sp onsorsh ip  
h i m sel f  CR 7 ( h i s i n i t i a l s an d  sh i r t  n u m b er )  b oost s h i s 
colossal  incom e b y a st agger ing £310,000 t h rough  sp onsorsh ip  
every t im e he post s a p ict ure or  fi lm  on I nst agram , where he has 
106 m il l ion fol lowers.

I nvar iab ly t hese im ages show  t he com ical ly nar cissist ic st ar  
p reening and post ur ing.

O n  M ond ay, June 5, he t r eat ed  fans t o a vid eo show ing h im  
gr inn ing from  ear  t o d iam ond-st udded  ear  as he danced  in  t he 
aisle of h is p r ivat e G ulfst ream  jet . D ressed l ike a rapper, in  sk in-
t igh t  wh it e jeans r ipped  at  t he k nees, basebal l  cap , heavy gold  
chain and sunglasses, he whooped  as h is m oves were m im icked by 
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a m ale t ravel l ing com panion. 
R ec l i n i n g, m i n i - sk i r t ed  an d 

t anned , in  her  p lush leat her  seat , 
R o n a l d o ’ s g i r l f r i en d , Sp an i sh 
m od el  G eor gin a R od r igu ez, 23, 
sm iled  nonchalant ly at  t hem .

To h is legion of fans, t he reason 
for  Ronaldo’s jub i lat ion m ust  have 
seem ed obvious. 

T he p revious day he had  scored  
t wo goals in  anot her  m an-of-t he 
m at ch  per form ance, as h is t eam , 
R eal  M ad r id , w on  t he E u r op ean 
Cham pions L eague final.

H ow ever, t h at  w asn’ t  h i s on l y 
cau se for  celeb r at ion . T h at  d ay 
h e’d  r eceived  m om en t ou s n ew s 
from  Californ ia: he had becom e t he 
fat her  of t w ins.

T h r ee w eek s p assed  b ef o r e 
R onald o announced  t he b i r t h  of 
h is son, M at eo, and  daught er, Eva 
— again via an I nst agram  p ict ure, 
in  which he crad led  t he pair  in  h is 
sinewy arm s.

Since t hen, t hey have becom e t he 
m ost  t al k ed  ab ou t  t w in s si n ce 
Rom ulus and Rem us.

T here has been end less specula-
t ion because Ronaldo, 32, rem ains 
unm ar r ied , rum ours sur round  h is 
sexual or ient at ion ( desp it e al l  t he 
g l a m o u r o u s  w o m en  h e  h a s 
rom anced)  and  he has not  ident i-
fied  t he t w ins’ m ot her.

Were t hey car r ied  by a sur rogat e, 
or  perhaps a secret  gir l fr iend? 

H A D  R onaldo paid  anot her  
wom an t o p rovide h im  wit h  
a r ead y-m ad e, n o -st r in gs 
at t ached  fam i ly, t hus p re-

clud ing t he possib i l i t y of a cost ly 
fu t ure d ivorce? 

No one even knew exact ly when 
or  where t hey were born.   

Sim i lar  in t r igue st i l l  su r r ound s 
t he b ir t h , seven years ago, of t heir  
older  b rot her, Cr ist iano Junior. 

Today, however, we can reveal t he 
t ru t h  about  Ronaldo’s unconven-
t ional, m ot her less fam ily. 

T h e t w in s w er e con ceived  in  a 

laborat ory and  born t o a sur rogat e 
m ot her. T h is was ascer t ained  from  
t he pub licly accessib le case fi le in  
t he Sup er ior  Cour t  of Cal i forn ia, 
San D iego, where par t  of Ronaldo’s 
surnam e, dos Sant os Aveiro, was 
m isspelt .

R on al d o  i s i d en t i f i ed  as t h e 
Pet i t ioner  in  t he case ‘ I n t end ed 
P a r en t  C A  v s  C o n f i d en t i a l ’ 
( R on ald o an d , p r esu m ab ly, t h e 
b i r t h  m ot h er ) , w h ich  w as d at ed  
M ay 17 — t hree weeks before t he 
t w ins’ b ir t h .

T h e cou r t  w ou ld  n ot  p r ov i d e 
any fu r t her  in form at ion , not  even 
t h e  n a m es  o f  t h e  l a w y e r s 
i n v o l v ed . H o w ev er, t h e l i st ed  
cat egory of t he case on t he cour t  
r egi st er  — ‘su r r ogacy ’  — en d s 
specu lat ion  abou t  how t he t w ins 
were conceived . 

S o  w h er e  a n d  w h en  w er e 

t hey born? T he answer l ies on t heir  
b i r t h  cer t i f i cat es ( p u b l i c  d ocu -
m en t s) , f i l ed  u sin g on ly p ar t  of 
Ronaldo’s surnam e. 

T hey led  us t o L a M esa, a sleepy 
Cal i forn ian  d eser t  t own , close t o 
San D iego, and  20 m iles from  t he 
M exican border.

H ere, t wins Eva M ar ia D os Sant os 
( her  h it her t o-unknown fu l l  nam e)  
and  her  b rot her  M at eo were born 
at  t he Sharp  G rossm ont  H osp it al. 

M at eo ar r i ved  f i r st , at  9.07am ; 
si st er  E va M ar ia cam e in t o t h e 
wor ld  one m inut e lat er. 

T h is put s paid  t o anot her  t heory: 
t h at  t h e t w in s m igh t  h ave b een 
car r ied  by t wo separat e m ot hers.

T he su r rogat e’s nam e has been 
lef t  b lan k  on  b ot h  b i r t h  cer t i f i -
cat es. H owever, Cr ist iano Ronaldo 
dos Sant os Aveiro ( spelt  cor rect ly 
t h is t im e)  is nam ed as t he fat her. 

T he b ir t h  cer t i ficat es show t hat  
t he t w ins were del ivered  by a local 
obst et r ician, D r  M ar ia Cast i l lo, 59, 
w h ose p assion  for  h er  w or k  
sh ines t h rough in  a video on 
her  websit e. ‘I t ’s l ike host ing a 
par t y, and at  t he end you want  
you r  p ar t y-p lan n er  t o sh ow 
up ,’ she says, exp lain ing why 
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she st ays w it h  m ot hers from  
t he b eginn ing t o t he end  of 
t heir  p regnancy.

Wh at , t h en , o f  Cr i st i an o 
Jun ior, t he eld er  son  whom  
R o n a l d o  p l a i n l y  ad o r es, 
spend ing hours t rain ing h im  
t o em u lat e h i s foot b al l i n g 
feat s? H is b i r t h  cer t i f i cat e 
lays t o rest  ot her  m yt hs.

I n  h er  au t h or ised  b iogr a-
p h y,  R o n a l d o ’ s  m o t h er  
D olor es — who l ives insid e 
t he sam e gat ed  com p lex  as 
her  son  so she can  care for  
h er  g r an d so n  w h i l e t h e 
su p er st ar  p lays foot b al l  — 
says she col lect ed  Cr ist iano 
Jr  from  a p r ivat e hosp it al in  
F l or i d a an d  b r ou gh t  h im  
back  t o Spain. Perhaps t h is 
was a del iberat e at t em pt  t o 
m islead  peop le, for  t he lad ’s 
b i r t h  cer t i f i cat e sh ow s h e 
was born in  t he sam e hosp i-
t al  as h is sib l ings on  June 
17, 2010. 

B ut , of course, it  is possib le 
she p icked  up  t he boy from  
F lor ida, even i f he was born 
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in  San D iego. A ccord ing t o lead ing 
Cali forn ia sur rogacy lawyer  St eph-
anie Caballero, t h is suggest s Cr is-
t i an o J r  m ay b e t h e b i o l ogi cal 
b r ot h er  t o  t h e t w in s, an d  even 
or iginat e from  t he sam e bat ch  of 
em b r yos. For  su r r ogacy c l i n i cs 
rou t inely fer t i l ise several  eggs at  
t h e sam e t im e, f r eezin g u n u sed 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

em b r yos an d  st o r i n g  t h em  — 
som et im es for  year s — in  case a 
cl ient  want s m ore ch i ld ren. 

M s Caballero provided a fascinat -
i n g  i n si gh t  i n t o  t h e p r o c ess 
R on ald o m ay h ave fo l l ow ed  t o 
acquire t he t hree ch i ld ren. 

T he first  st ep  is t o p ick  one of t he 
m an y  com m er c i a l  agen c i es i n  

Cali forn ia, where sur rogacy has 
becom e a b i l l ion -dol lar  indus-
t ry, not  least  because i t s sur ro-
gacy laws are ‘very, very favour-
ab le’ t o p rospect ive parent s. 

Single peop le are perm it t ed  t o 
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becom e parent s via sur rogat es, 
w h er eas i n  B r i t a i n  t h ey  ar e 
av a i l ab l e o n l y  t o  m a r r i ed  
cou p les an d  civ i l  p ar t n er s. I n  
Sp ai n , su r r ogacy d eal s h ave 
been banned. 

Su r r ogacy  w as u n l aw fu l  i n  
R onaldo’s hom eland , Por t ugal , 
u n t i l  l ast  year  w h en  i t  w as 
al lowed  in  very l im it ed  circum -
st ances. Even t hen, says M ar t a 
Cost a, a Por t uguese lawyer, i t  is 
not  perm it t ed  for  a single m an.

She says: ‘No Por t uguese cour t  
wou ld  recogn ise any agreem ent  
d rawn up  bet ween Cr ist iano and 
a su r rogat e m ot her. T he agree-
m ent  would  be inval id .’

I n  Cali forn ia, an agency can be 
p aid  ab ou t  £125,000 t o su p p ly 
t w ins — wit h  £35,000 going t o t he 
b ir t h  m ot her. 

Ronaldo cou ld  have chosen an 
egg donor  (who norm ally receives 
a £6,000 fee)  fr om  h u n d r ed s of 
w om en  w h ose p h ot os an d  b io -
graphical det ails are adver t ised on 

agency websit es. 
A s he has repeat ed ly voiced  h is 

d ream  of fat her ing a son in  h is own 

 
 

im age wit h  h is ‘foot bal l ing genes’, 
p er h ap s t h i s u n ash am ed ly sel f-
worshipp ing m an ( who bagged t he 
only locker facing t he dressing-room  
m irror  upon signing for  M anchest er  
U n i t ed )  p ick ed  a sp or t y w om an 
wit h  sim ilar  L at ino feat ures.

We m ust  p resum e Ronaldo’s own 
sp er m  w as u sed  t o fer t i l i se t h e 
eggs, p ar t icu lar ly as Cr ist iano Jr  
looks so l ike h im . 

I n  Cali forn ia, a second wom an is 
alm ost  always h ired  as t he sur ro-
gat e who act ual ly car r ies t he baby, 
m ain ly because i t  lessens t he r isk  
t hat  t hey w i l l  form  an  em ot ional 
at t achm ent .

T h i s cou ld  ex p lai n  w h y, af t er  
Cr i st i an o J r ’s b i r t h , R on al d o ’s 
sist er, K at ia repor t ed ly rem ark ed 
t hat  he had  ‘t wo m ot her s’. ( She 
al so  al l eged l y  sai d  t h e w om en 
involved  wer e M ex ican , wh ich  is 
p lausib le, given L a M esa’s p rox im -
it y t o t he border ) .

B efore t he em bryo was im plant ed, 
R on al d o  an d  t h e ‘gest a t i on al 
car r ier ’ , t o u se t h e legal  jar gon , 
w ou l d  h ave agr eed  a con t r ac t  
giving h im  sole parent hood. 

Once born, b ir t h  cer t i ficat es and 
p assp or t s wou ld  have b een  fast -
t rack ed , al low ing t he t w ins t o be 
flown t o Spain  in  less t han  t h ree 
w eek s. T h e foot b al l er ’s m ot h er  
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b r ou gh t  t h em  h om e l a t e l ast  
m ont h, while he p layed for  Por t ugal 
in  a t ournam ent  in  Russia. 

M s Caballero, who has dealt  w it h  
several h igh-level cases, t old  us t he 
sur rogat e ‘w i l l  never  know t o t h is 
day’ for  whom  she gave b ir t h .

For  a m an  o f  R on al d o ’s vast  
m ean s, i t  al l  sou n d  so easy. Yet  
t here are, as t he lawyer  poin t s out , 

p o t en t i a l  p i t f a l l s. T h er e i s a 
p ossib i l i t y  t h e su r r ogat e m igh t  
guess t he p aren t age of t he ch i ld  
sh e h as car r i ed . ‘You ’d  h ave t o 
m at ch  h im  w i t h  a w om an  w ho’s 
going t o be con fiden t ial , and  not  
cal l  u p  t h e N at i on al  E n q u i r er  
[ A m er i ca’ s f av ou r i t e scan d al -
sheet ] ,’ said  M s Caballero. 

For  R on ald o, an ot h er  w or r y i s 
t hat  t he su r r ogat e m igh t  have a 
belat ed  change of hear t  and  fight  
t o keep t he t w ins. 

I f  su ch  a claim  w er e lod ged  in  
California, it  would alm ost  cer t ainly 
fai l . I t  m ight  be a d ifferent  st ory i f 
i t  cam e before Por t ugal ’s cour t s, 
however. T hey would  not  recognise 
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a U.S. sur rogacy cont ract , accord-
in g t o E u r ico R eis, a ju d ge w h o 
chairs Por t ugal’s nat ional advisory 
council  on assist ed  reproduct ion.

B ut  why would  a fabulously r ich 
foot bal ler  who could  have h is p ick  
of beaut ifu l wom en ( Ronaldo had 
a f ive-year  r elat ionsh ip  w i t h  t he 
Russian m odel I r ina Shayk )  op t  t o 
have h is fam ily in  t h is m anner? 

I f i t  is t rue t hat  h is cur rent  bel le, 
G eorgina, is now p regnant  — she 
recent ly appeared  t o be nur t ur ing 
a b u m p  in  p lace of  h er  u su al l y 
w ash b oar d -f l at  st om ach  — h i s 
decision is m ore cur ious st i l l .

I t  i s cer t ain ly p er p lex ing m any 
peop le on t he deep ly conservat ive 
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an d  Cat h ol i c i slan d  of M ad ei r a, 
where he was born and  raised . 

T h er e, R on al d o  i s so  h i gh l y 
revered  t hat  cr i t icising h im  is ak in  
t o  b lasp h em y. T h e ai r p or t  w as 
recent ly renam ed aft er  h im .

H owever, when  a form er  neigh -
b ou r, w h o k n ew  h im  as a b ar e-
foot ed  r agam u ff in  k ick ing a b al l  
around t he st eep  st reet s of Sant o 
A n t on i o , w as ask ed  w h at  sh e 
t hought  of h is t est -t ube t r ibe, she 
gave a frank  rep ly: ‘I t ’s not  norm al 
here. I t ’s not  par t  of our  cu lt ure.’ 

L ocal p r iest  Joao Rodr igues has 
d ar ed  t o t ak e R on ald o t o t ask , 
saying it  goes ‘against  G od, against  

 
 t h e m yst er y of l i fe’  t o d ep r ive a 
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ch i l d  o f  on e p ar en t  a t  b i r t h . 
‘H op efu l ly t hese al r ead y fam ou s 
l i t t le bab ies wil l  be happy and grow 
in  wisdom  and grace, even i f t hey 
wil l  never  t ast e t he m ost  excellent  
gi f t  i n  t h i s w or l d , t h e l ap  o f  a 
m ot her,’ he wrot e on h is b log.

Som e of R on ald o’s old  fr ien d s 
an d  n ei g h b o u r s su g g est  h i s 
d ecision  t o r aise h is ch i ld r en  b y 
h im sel f i s l in k ed  t o h is t r oub led  
ch i ld hood . T he youngest  of fou r  
ch i ld r en , h e gr ew  u p  in  p over t y, 
l iving in  a bare-walled  hom e wit h  a 
cor rugat ed  asbest os roof.

H is fat her  d rank  h im self t o deat h 
aft er  ret urn ing hom e from  war  in  
A fr i ca. H is m ot h er  h as said  sh e 

was so scared  she wouldn’t  be ab le 
t o p rovide for  anot her  ch i ld  t hat  
she drank  a hom e-m ade concoct ion 
in  an at t em pt  t o abor t  h im .

She has also spoken of her  gu i l t  
f o r  sen d i n g R on al d o  a l on e t o 
L i sb on , t o  p u r su e h i s foo t b al l  
career, when he was just  12.

I t ’ s su ggest ed  t h at  R on al d o 
want s t o give h is own ch i ld ren t he 
u p b r in gin g h e w as d en ied , an d 
believes he can best  do it  by raising 
t hem  wit hout  int er ference. Except -
ing t hat  of h is m ot her  — t he one 
wom an he t rust s im p lici t ly.

R on ald o -w at ch er s o f fer  o t h er  
r eason s fo r  h i s so l o -p ar en t i n g 
exper im ent . M aybe he fears being 
lu r ed  in t o fat her hood  b y a gold -
d igger. Per h ap s t h is n ot or iou sly 
sel f-cent red  p layer  needs t o have 
h is ch i ld ren t o h im self. Or  m aybe 
t here is t ru t h  in  t he oft -repeat ed 
rum our  t hat  he is gay.

T h i s l a t t er  c l a i m  g a t h er ed 
m om ent um  several years ago when 
social i t e Par is H il t on b randed h im  
a ‘sissy’ aft er  t hey went  on a dat e. 

P H O T O G R A P H S o f  h i m  
p osin g am b igu ou sly w i t h 
m al e f r i en d s h av e a l so 
appeared  on  t he in t ernet , 

in clu d in g a h ol id ay sn ap  of h im  
being held  aloft  by t he M oroccan 
k ickboxer  B adr  H ar i. 

H ar i fuel led  t he rum ours wit h  h is 
cap t ion : ‘Just  m ar r ied  hahahaha. 
A lways t here t o p ick  you up , b ro!’

I t  w as l a t er  r ep o r t ed  t h a t  
R on al d o  f r eq u en t l y  f l ew  f r om  
M ad r id  t o M or occo t o m eet  h is 
m uscled  pal.
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m uscled  pal.
T h e foot b al ler  ap p ear s u n p er -

t u rb ed  b y such  gossip , and  even 
seem s t o st oke i t  up . 

T h is week , he post ed  yet  anot her  
I nst agram  p ict ure in  which he and 
his foot ball ing fr iend, Jose Sem edo, 
st ood  side by side, waist -deep in  a 
pool, bar ing t heir  r ipp l ing t orsos. 

O f course, t h is ast u t e business-
m an m igh t  st age such  im ages t o 
crank  up  t he PR hype. 

I f  so, i t  i s h av in g t h e d esi r ed  
effect . H is m any off-field  vent ures 
b oost  h is £15 m i l l ion -a-year  R eal 
M ad r id  ear n in gs — w i t h  For b es 
m agazine saying h is incom e t h is 
year  w i l l  h i t  £72 m i l l i on . ( T h e 
Span ish  t ax  aut hor i t ies cur rent ly 
accuse h im  of evad ing paym ent s of 
€14 .7 m il l ion) .

Perhaps t he m ost  in t erest ing of 
t he m any t heor ies was offered  by 
t he lead ing behavioural psycholo-
gist  D r  Pet er  Collet t , who st ud ied  
R on ald o closely for  a b iogr ap h y 
pub lished last  year.

H e p osi t s t h at  R on ald o m igh t  
h ave ch osen  t o r ai se h i s fam i l y 
alon e b ecau se h e i s at  p ain s t o 
p r ove h e is n ot  ju st  t h e w or ld ’s 
gr eat est  foot b al ler, b u t  t he ‘sole 
au t h or  o f  h i s su ccess’  i n  ever y 
aspect  of h is l i fe.

G iven h is poor  back ground , t he 
det erm inat ion t o flaunt  h is wealt h  
m ight  also be a fact or, D r  Col let t  
suggest s. T h is m ight  m ean show-
ing t he wor ld  he can afford  t o buy 
anyt h ing, includ ing a fam ily.

I t  is an in t r igu ing, i f d isquiet ing, 
t h o u gh t . T h en  aga i n , as t h e 
p sych ologist  says, i t  i s b u t  on e 
m ore unprovab le t heory. 

We m igh t  have uncovered  som e 
o f  t h e m yst er i es su r r ou n d i n g 
Ronaldo’s ch i ld ren, yet  on ly t heir  
fat her  knows why he chose t o have 
t hem  engineered  in  a st er i le lab , 
and  born  in  an  anonym ous cl in ic 
6,000 m iles from  hom e. 

A nd CR7 is not  t el l ing.
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d

Hat-trick: Ronaldo cradles his twins, Mateo (left) and Eva Maria, who joined their new big brother, Cristiano Jr (inset with dad)
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Baby, maybe? With girlfriend Georgina 
 Rodriguez, sporting a bump
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